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A MIDSHIPMAN S WAR: A YOUNG MAN IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
NAVAL WAR, 1941-1943

Tra>ord Publishing, Canada, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 2nd. 236 x 165 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Frank Wade was born in Brandon, Manitoba, Canada in October
1921. He was sent to England to train for the navy in the schoolship HMS Conway in Liverpool and the
Dartmouth (Devon) Royal Navy College from 1936 to December 1940. Then in May 1941 he was appointed to the
staff of the Commander-in Chief of the Mediterranean fleet, Admiral A.B. Cunningham, doing most secret cipher
messages. At this time the navy had evacuated the British army from Greece and Crete with great losses from
German bombers- we had no air coverage. Two cruisers were lost with a 1.000 men drowned or killed. Another
cruiser was severely damaged with 250 killed. Other smaller ships were also lost. Our desert army had been
driven back to the Egyptian border but Tobruk had not been taken. It was under siege for 9 months from April
to December 1941 putting more strain on our fleet. Wade was in battleship HMS Queen Elizabeth when the
battleship HMS Barham was sunk by U331 on 25 November 1941 with 862 men lost and 495 saved. A strange
attack was made on Alexandria Harbour on the night of 15 December 1941 by Italian frog men; severely
damaging two battleships. These two ships were given light repairs and sent to the USA for long refits. The
cruiser HMS Neptune leading a squadron from Malta to attack an enemy convoy ran into an unknown mine
field and was sunk with only one survivor out of 750. The island of Malta located in the middle of the
Mediterranean was never taken by the enemy and it played a vital part in winning the naval war. It was...
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