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ST. VALENTINE S DAY IT so happened that, on the evening of the
fourteenth of February, Ralph arrived home from the office a
little after his usual time. He was met in the hall by Enid. Her
manner seemed agitated. Anything wrong? he asked anxiously.
It was unlike Mrs. Smith to be agitated. Not exactly, dear; only
mother s here. Great Scott! Ralph! Beg pardon. When did she
arrive? Ssh, or she ll hear you. She got here just before lunch,
and I ve been praying for you to turn up ever since. Be prepared
for a bit of a row, old boy! But I m not prepared. I m tired, and
hungry, and I refuse to be ragged by anybody. Do take care! She
s only in the drawingroom. It isn t anything to do with you. It s
about --...
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