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Waterside Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Blantyre House Prison Affair: Lessons from
a Modern-day Witch Hunt, Tom Murthagh, Martin Narey, In this autobiographical account of life as a prison
governor and administrator, Tom Murtagh deals with life in charge of the Maze Prison, Northern Ireland (when
he narrowly avoided being killed by a terrorist bomb) and his move to England that saw him in charge of
prisons in Kent and elsewhere. This is when he was faced with a remarkable series of events at Blantyre House
where a modern, liberal ground-breaking and in many respects successful regime was beginning to attract the
attention of reformers, academics and others. But that regime also masked more sinister developments -
events that should ultimately have received serious attention from a House of Commons select Committee set
up to look into 'The Blantyre House Affair.Only now - and after much reflection - does Tom Murtagh feel able
to tell publicly his side of the affair: of how that committee chose to concentrate on selective and misleading
information and 'got it wrong'. Despite all the accolades for Blantyre House, behind the scenes and in reality,
the regime was being taken advantage of by a number of very serious offenders who had managed to get
themselves transferred there such that the establishment was at risk of being overtaken by organized crime
and corruption, leading to covert police and other criminal investigations.The book tells how the author acted
to pre-empt this - only to be vilified by HM Inspectorate of Prisons, some penal reform groups and ultimately the
committee. As Martin Narey the then Director General of HM Prison Service writes in his foreword, had the
author not acted as he did to contain the regime's excesses it is likely that before long Parliament...
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