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large multinational manufacturers that dominate their home
markets and compete for the remaining world markets.
Pursuant to a congressional request, GAO reviewed the

q}h DOWNLOAD PDF worldwide competitiveness of U. S. manufacturers of heavy
electrical equipment, focusing on: (1) buy-national practices of

the United States and selected foreign governments to restrain
access to domestic markets; (2) noncompetitive practices, such
as the use of subsidies, to promote exports; and (3) concerns of
U. S. firms about other barriers attributable to U. S. statutes and
regulations. GAO found that, in many countries, the major
purchasers of heavy electrical equipment are government-
owned utilities whose buy-national policies generally restrict
procurement of this equipment to domestic sources. The U. S.
market is open to foreign competition and the major users of
heavy electrical equipment are private utilities. A recent survey
indicated that almost half of these utilities give preference to
domestic goods and that only a small percentage of foreign
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purchases of heavy electrical equipment follow policies pursuant
to the...
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