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and support the salmon abundance. The State of Alaska, as a regional stronghold, produces more than one-
third of all Pacific salmon in North America. This legislation will protect these critically important wild salmon
strongholds. By establishing a cooperative public private salmon stronghold partnership, this bill will break
down the old barriers between Federal, State, and tribal governments, private landowners, and non-
governmental organizations. It will streamline and coordinate our efforts toward a unified, clearly defined,
science-based approach for conservation of salmon stronghold populations. And it will establish a much-
needed grant and technical assistance program to leverage private dollars in support of targeted, high-impact
projects in the stronghold watersheds. Establishing this kind of voluntary, incentive-based program will bring
people together to accelerate the highest priority conservation actions needed to shore up our network of
healthy salmon populations, serving as a buffer against our future losses among vulnerable stock. Restoring
the threatened and endangered salmon in the Pacific Northwest is an imperative as wild Pacific salmon are a
true icon of western northern America. It is time to increase funding for recovery efforts but also essential that
we bring into focus prevention. And it is time to adopt the kind of comprehensive solution that can solidify wild
Pacific salmons rightful place for generations to come. We are going to turn to our witnesses. We are glad that
Dr. Gordon Reeves, a Research Fish Biologist for the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific
Northwest Research Station from Corvallis, Oregon is with us. Welcome....
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