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Mudborn Press, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 127 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Among the last of her poetic career, The Babylonian Captivity is an
allegory describing the conditions of the Ukrainians under Russian influence at the end of the Nineteenth
Century-which is not unlike the pressures Ukraine is under in 2014. This text is modernized from an earlier
translation. Lesya Ukrainka is a pseudonym of Larisa Petrivna Kosach-Kvitka, perhaps made necessary in the
beginning because the Ukrainian language was not permitted in publications at the time. The story is of Jews,
not all of the same persuasion, in exile in Babylon, in woeful conditions. The main character is Eleazar, a singer
and harpist, who is challenged by the others of his community for serving the Babylonian masters with his
songs. He defends his activities and helps to redefine the situation they are all in. The play is designed for
reading rather than staging in a theater, and is in looser format than strictly poetic lines, although Eleazar does
perform a few songs in measured lines. The reason for publishing it now is to provide for a wider audience a
historical dimension to current affairs in one part of the world rarely portrayed in European fiction.
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