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destroyed by order of Commissioner Lin. 1 1 Robert Arthur Stewart, Lieut, for this service, May 1st, 1839; Com. ,
1845. 2 Lieut. John George Augustus Aylcs, R. M. 1 Gazette, 1839, 6G9; Xaut. Mag. , 1839, 351. After the
abandonment of Canton, the harbour of Hong Kong became the chief rendezvous for British shipping in China.
Lin, however, erected batteries to command the anchorage, and occupied the Kosvloon peninsula on the north
side of the harbour; while, on the other hand, the idle ssamen got into trouble on shore. In spite of the situation
thus created, Hong Kong became daily more and more a British centre, owing to the fact that the hostility of
the Chinese soon made it impossible for British residents to remain at Macao, except at the risk of
compromising the Portuguese authorities there. Captain Elliot removed from Macao to Hong Kong 011 August
23rd, and, though the town was not formally ceded until 1841, it was thenceforward practically British.
Provocation and outrage continued; and when, on August 30th, H. M. S. Volage, 22, Captain Henry Smith (2),
reached Macao, and at once proceeded to Hong Kong, her arrival was extremely welcome. On September 4th,
the refusal of the Chinese at Kowloon to permit the transit of provisions across the harbour obliged Captain
Smith, in concert with Mr. James Douglas, 8 of the Cambridge, formerly of the H. E. I. Co. s marine, to employ
his boats to drive off a squadron of war-junks, and so...
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