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genuity was unlimited. He could do, and did do, nearly
everything from his share of populating New England to
mending a broken gun, building and running a mill and serving
as a town official. Being a millwright, the proprietors gave him
the waterpower on Sugar River and two acres of land for a mill
yard, on condition that he build a mill and maintain it for ten
years. Benjamin Tyler was born in Wallingford, Connecticut, in
February, 1732, where he married Mahitabel Andrews, and later
moved to Farmington, where his seven children were born. In
the spring of 1767, he came to Claremont and in the summer
following he built a dam on the river at West Claremont, which
later became the site of the Jarvis dam. This was the first mill
dam in the town. In the spring of 1768, having returned...
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